
How to Play Doubles

Each player must play alternate shots with their partner i.e. take turns to play a shot.

Example:  A/B v X/Y

Order of play:  A -> X -> B -> Y -> A -> X etc.

This also determines the order of serve which must be from the right hand court and played to the diagonal.  The ball can be played anywhere after this.  As per singles, each player has two serves each and it is first to 11 points in each set by two clear points.  If a set reaches 10-all then it is one serve each until the required two clear points are obtained e.g. 12-10, 20-18, etc.

In our example, at the beginning of the match, A/B decide to serve (or are nominated to serve by the opposing team) – either player can choose to serve first.  Either of X/Y can choose to receive first, however, this is the only time that this can be done and so may be an important decision – choose wisely!
 
In the first set, the order may be as follows:

- A serves to X
- X serves to B
- B serves to Y
- Y serves to A and the cycle repeats.

At the change of ends for the next set, this order is reversed.  As before, X/Y can now choose either player to serve, however, there is no choice of receiver as the order has already been determined at the start of the game.  In this set, the order may be as follows:

- X serves to A
- A serves to Y
- Y serves to B
- B serves to X and the cycle repeats.

At the change of ends for the next set, the order reverts back to the first order and as before A/B can choose their server.  This repeats until a team wins the match.

If a match goes to a deciding set, then teams must change ends when either team reaches five points.  It is important to note the following:
· The order of play must also change as if changing a set.
· The point at which the serve is due to change.

In our example, the set will continue as follows:

- If A has served their first serve to X before the change of ends then their second serve will be to Y and the set continues with Y serving to B etc.
- If A has served both serves to X before the change of ends then X will serve to A and the set continues.

PLEASE NOTE.  As all five sets are played in a Division 2 tie, no matter the score, then players/teams are expected to change ends during the fifth set.
